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Daniel Hastings is Dean for Undergraduate Education and a Professor of Aeronautics and Astronautics and Engineering Systems at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  Dean Hastings, who earned a Ph.D. and an S.M, from MIT in Aeronautics and Astronautics in 1980 and 1978 respectively, received a B.A. in Mathematics from Oxford University in England in 1976. He joined the MIT faculty as an assistant professor in 1985, advancing to associate professor in 1988 and full professor in 1993.

As Professor of Aeronautics and Astronautics and Engineering Systems, Dean Hastings has taught courses and seminars in plasma physics, rocket propulsion, advanced space power and propulsion systems, aerospace policy, technology and policy, and space systems engineering.

Professor Hastings is a Fellow of three professional societies the AIAA (for his work on Spacecraft plasma environment interactions), the IAF (for his work on Space plasma thrusters effects) and INCOSE (for his work on Space systems analysis and Engineering Education).

He has won several national awards including the Air Force Exceptional Service Award in 2008, the QEM Giant in Science Award in 2005, the NRO Distinguished Civilian Award in 2003, the  AIAA Losey Award (for his work on Spacecraft plasma environment interactions) in 2002, the National Guard Bureau Eagle Award in 1999 and the Air Force Distinguished Civilian Award in 1999 & 1997. He served as Air Force Chief Scientist from 1997-1999 where he advised the Air Force Chief of Staff and Secretary of the Air Force.

He has substantial senior National Service having served on the NASA Advisory Council, the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board (including 3 years as chair), the Defense Science Board and the National Science Board (Presidential Appointment, Senate confirmed).

He has done significant work on national committees on Engineering Education including the NAE Board on Engineering Education and the NAE Engineer of 2020 study.

