JD Chesloff, Director of Public Policy, Massachusetts Business Roundtable - as Director of Public Policy, JD works with MBR Task Forces and the Board of Directors to develop its agenda on public policy matters – particularly in the areas of health care, education, transportation and infrastructure, corporate social responsibility, and fiscal policy – and convey those ideas to opinion leaders and policy makers to help inform their deliberations. JD has worked in and around Beacon Hill for more than 18 years.  In the Legislature, he was the Chief of Staff to the House Committee on Commerce and Labor, and was the education issues analyst and Deputy Budget Director for the House Committee on Ways and Means.  After working as both a budget analyst and Assistant to the President at the University of Massachusetts, JD worked as the Legislative Director for State Treasurer Shannon O’Brien and then as Issues Director for the O’Brien-Gabrieli gubernatorial campaign.  He joined MBR after serving as Legislative/Issues Director for the Early Education for All Campaign, where he was responsible for developing and driving legislative support for EEA’s legislation and agenda which included the creation of the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care.   He currently serves on the Department’s Board of Directors. JD holds a Masters in Public Affairs from the McCormack Institute of Public Affairs at the University of Massachusetts Boston, and has a Bachelor’s Degree in Law and Public Policy and Telecommunications Writing from Syracuse University.  He lives in Arlington with his wife Lori and his daughter, Sadie.

Dr. Tien Lang is a senior principal engineer and the Surveillance Radar Program (SRP) integration director at Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems (IDS).  Lang’s responsibilities as senior principal engineer and integration director include managing internal systems integration activities and overseeing the design and upgrade of the SRP’s string laboratories. He held this position since May 2006. Before assuming this role, Lang was a principal systems engineer on IDS’ Upgraded Early Warning Radar (UEWR) string team. Lang began his career at Raytheon as a senior electrical engineer in July 1997. In addition to his career at Raytheon, Lang was a senior engineer at Illgen Simulation Technologies, Inc. He also spent two years as a senior software engineer at Cereva Networks, Inc.  Lang’s successful career was inspired by a math teacher. When Lang came to the United States as a young teenager, he did not speak English and his family was poor. He dedicated himself to getting the best education possible at an inner city school, learning English and taking advanced math classes. His math teacher recognized his effort and talent, and motivated him to excel. 

Committed to giving back to the community, Lang volunteers to create enthusiasm for math and science in young people. His bottom-line message: math can open doors and is the universal language. Since 2005, Lang has served as a MATHCOUNTS® coach at Marlborough Middle School in Massachusetts, and he speaks about the importance of math education to students, teachers and parents. Lang also supports Raytheon’s innovative MathMovesU™ program. Founded in 2005, MathMovesU is designed to engage middle school students in math by illustrating the connection between math, their passions and interests and “cool” careers.

In 1999, Lang’s contribution as a speaker for the Massachusetts Pre-engineering Program (MassPEP) was recognized with a Raytheon Achievement Award. Lang graduated magna cum laude from Loyola University, in New Orleans, La., with a bachelor’s in physics. He earned a doctorate in physics from the University of Florida, Gainesville. In August 2007, Lang graduated from Raytheon’s intensive Systems Engineering Technical Development Program.

Dr. Jamie L. Wilson was born and raised in Worcester, Massachusetts and graduated from Burncoat Senior High School.  After high school, he enrolled and graduated from Worcester Polytechnic Institute (W.P.I.) with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Biotechnology and a concentration in Molecular Biology in 1999.  Following graduation, he worked at the Boston University School of Medicine (BUMC) Program in Genetics DNA Laboratory, where he became involved in the African American DNA Roots Project.  Dr. Wilson obtained his doctorate from the University of Massachusetts at Lowell (UML), where he studied mitochondrial DNA haplotypes in human populations from Sierra Leone and Cameroon under the direction of Dr. Bruce Jackson.  Since obtaining his Ph.D, Dr. Wilson has been the research coordinator for the Roots Project at UML and a faculty member in the Biotechnology and Forensic DNA Science Program at Massachusetts Bay Community College.  

The Forensic DNA program at Mass Bay is the only degree program in the world for forensic DNA instruction.  He leads teams of undergraduate and graduates students in active cold cases and forensic anthropological projects, such as the Portsmouth Burial Ground Project, Lady of the Dunes (LOTD) project, and African American Madison’s project.  As an offshoot of the Roots Project, he has also initiated the only DNA study on Haiti in collaboration with Haitian historians trying to uncover the African origins of the Haitian population.  Dr. Wilson also has been a guest speaker on the use of genetic genealogy as it relates to African Americans at various functions, such as the Mass Black Lawyers Association and various African American  genealogical societies.  He has co-authored and authored many publications in peer-reviewed journals relating to genetics in Africans and African Diaspora.     

Dr. Dana Mohler-Faria, President of Bridgewater State College, Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick’s special advisor for education - Few people personify the spirit, mission and character of Bridgewater State College more than its 11th president, Dr. Dana Mohler-Faria. An integral part of the campus community for nearly two decades and a lifelong resident of Southeastern Massachusetts, Dr. Mohler-Faria has followed a path of achievement that undoubtedly resonates well with many of the college’s nearly 10,000 students. Not unlike many of the students who come to Bridgewater, President Mohler-Faria was the first member of his family to go to college. Three decades and four degrees later, he continues to cite the work ethic and moral fabric of his late father, a construction worker, and his late mother, a laborer in the cranberry bogs of Wareham and in the factories of New Bedford, as the standards by which he holds himself up to each and every day. In addition, Dr. Mohler-Faria’s optimistic outlook on life is a credit to the Cape Verdean community in which he grew up, and it is because so much of that community’s hopes and dreams were placed on his shoulders that he continues to be firmly rooted in the lives of tomorrow’s generation. President Mohler-Faria is the first person of color to lead Bridgewater State College and is only the second Cape Verdean in the United States to be elected the president of a higher education institution.

Shortly after becoming president, Dr. Mohler-Faria undertook an aggressive plan to expand the number of full-time, tenure-track faculty at the college. He also founded Connect, a Southeastern Massachusetts partnership dedicated to advancing the regional mission of public higher education; Connect members include Bridgewater State College, the University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, Bristol Community College, Cape Cod Community College and Massasoit Community College. Dr. Mohler-Faria also presided over an extensive review of the undergraduate curriculum, modernized the college’s general education requirements, initiated an institution-wide assessment of diversity opportunities and programming, established the highly-prestigious Presidential Fellowship to promote faculty scholarly and creative work, and channeled significant college resources into faculty and student scholarship endeavors. Under his leadership, the college endowment has grown to $17 million is the largest for any state college in the Commonwealth. Prior to becoming president, Dr. Mohler-Faria served for 11 years as the college’s vice president for administration and finance, during which time he oversaw the largest construction and renovation program in college history. He has also held numerous senior administrative positions at Mount Wachusett Community College, Bristol Community College and Cape Cod Community College. Dr. Mohler-Faria holds a doctorate in higher education administration from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, master’s and bachelor’s degrees in history from Boston University, and an associate’s degree from Cape Cod Community College. He has participated in the Oxford Roundtable, the Millennium Leadership Institute, the New England Resource Center for Higher Education and Harvard University’s Institute for Education Management and Senior Executives Program.  In addition to his work as president, Dr. Mohler-Faria also serves as Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick’s special advisor for education, an unpaid position in the governor’s cabinet.

Liz Pipe is CEO of Virtual High School Global Consortium (VHS), pioneers of online learning for high school students and online course design for teachers. Liz has more than 15 years of experience helping K-12 schools to develop a 21st century learning model. Under her management, VHS has grown from 28 member schools and 30 classes offered to a world-wide consortium of over 400 member schools and 260 teachers in 29 states and 24 countries. An award-winning online education expert, Liz regularly shares her expertise in K-12 online education by speaking nationally at numerous education and technology conferences. She serves on the Board of Directors of the North American Council for Online Learning (NACOL), Blackboard Idea Exchange Steering Committee, DOME (Diversity and Outreach in Mathematics and Engineering) Foundation and has served on the U.S. Department of Education National Online Education Policy Forum and the NCREL Blue Ribbon Panel for Online Education. Liz can be reached at LPape at goVHS.org, or 978-450-0411
